INDIANA ARMY NATIONAL GUARD

Headquarters 138th Signal Battalion

125 South Scatterfield Road

Anderson, Indiana 46012-3199

RANGE SOP

1. GENERAL.
This SOP provides guidance for weapons qualification and familiarization for all weapons that are authorized in the 138th Signal Battalion.

2. PURPOSE.
To provide specific guidance on all phases of weapons qualification, familiarization, setting up, operating and clearing ranges.

3. RESPONSIBILITIES.


a.  Battalion.

(1)
Provide initial guidance (weapons circulars).

(2)
Forecast and request ranges.

(3)
Draw range, or assist in drawing ranges as appropriate.

(4)
Assist in clearing range.

(5)
Provide ammunition and delivery to range.

b. Unit.

(1) Provide advance detail personnel to set up ranges as requested by Battalion.

(2) Provide material support for ranges as required and requested.

(3) Provide additional support personnel such as Range/Safety Officers, Line NCOs and Ammo details as required.

(4) Insure that all personnel required to qualify with their assigned weapon, or assigned additional duty weapons are at the assigned range on time.

(5) Insure that each soldier receives PMT (Preliminary Marksmanship Training) prior to arriving on the range, and is aware of all safety rules and conduct for weapons firing.

(6) Provide all weapons, maintenance, transportation and equipment required for the individual soldier.

c. Individual

(1)
To be aware of all safety rules and operation of assigned weapon.

(2)
Conduct his/her self in a military manner at all times during weapons qualification.
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4. RESPONSIBILITIES (SPECIFIC)

a. Advance Range Detail NCOIC:  Normally, all ranges will be drawn and set up one day prior to  weapons qualifications by a combination of FTUS/Traditional soldier details.  One individual will be designated as the Advance Range Detail NCOIC.  This individual will perform the duties outlined in Appendix A of this SOP.  The 138 Signal Battalion Circular pertaining to the weapons firing week end will outline requirements for advance detail support from the units.  Appendix A gives specific guidance for setting up a range.

b. Range Officer:  The Range Officer(s) will be selected and assigned to the duty  in the 138th Signal Battalion Weapons Qualification Circular.  The Range Officer is responsible for completing the Range Operations Checklist in Appendix A Tab A-1.  The Range Officer is responsible for the operation of the range during weapons zeroing and qualification.  Appendixes B-F of this SOP outlines Range Officer duties for each type of range assignment.

c. Range Safety Officer:  The Range Safety Officer(s) will be selected and assigned tot the duty in the 138th Signal Battalion Weapons Qualification Circular.  The Range Safety Officer(s) is responsible for all safety on the range he/she is assigned to.  Appendix G outlines the Range Safety Officer duties for all range operations.

d. Line NCO’s:

(1)
Be knowledgeable of weapons operation and range procedures.

(2)
Be alert for safety violations at all times and cease fire if any action endangers the health

or safety of persons on or near the range.

(3) Be able to assist firers on the operation of their assigned weapon.

e. Ammo Detail:  Load and guard ammunition as directed by the Range Officer.  Keep ammo dry and clean.  Keep brass and packing materials well policed.

5. LETTER OF NOTIFICATION OF TRAINING.  Personnel designated to participate in weapons firing  (Advance Range Detail, Range Officer, Safety Officer, Line NCOs, Radio Operator) will be sent a Letter of Notification of Training as shown in Appendix H.

6. SUPSENSES.

a. Units must furnish Battalion Headquarters, ATTN:  S-3, copies of the Letter of Notification of Training for each assigned person, not later than 30 days prior to the scheduled firing weekend.

b. The bumper number of the assigned radio vehicle must also be submitted at this time.

c. Other suspense’s as directed by the weapons circular, will be submitted as required.

Commander's First Mi. Last Name
Rank, Branch
Commanding
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APPENDIXES:

A – Range Officer Responsibilities


Tab 1 – Range Pre-Operations Checklist


Tab 2 – Range Operations Checklist

B – Safety Officer Responsibilities

C – Advance Range Detail Responsibilities

D – M16 Zero Range Operations

E – M16 Qualification Range Operations (Alternate Course “C” on 25 Meter Range)


Tab 1 – KD Range Operations


Tab 2 – Record Fire Range Operations

F – M60 Range Operations

G – M203 Range Operations

H – Pistol Range Operations

I – Notification Memorandum

J – Preliminary Marksmanship Training


Tab 1 – Obtaining a Good Prone Positions


Tab 2 – Alternate Course “C” Targets
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